
From TThe PPastor’s DDesk
September, the ninth month of our calendar year, and the tenth month of
our Church year, begins a new program year in the life of the church and
brings with it the excitement of a full complement of ministries.  

While many ministries continued throughout the summer, some had a
three-month respite.  During this time some of us were able to rest from
schools, jobs, etc., while taking some time for family and friends, traveling
here and there, seeking relaxation and rejuvenation for what is yet to
come.  Prayerfully we took the love of God with us and shared it with
those that we met.  

As we prepare for the new program year in the life of this church, let us
bring with us all that we have experienced over this time to help others
who were unable to pull away and see and experience something
different.  Let us tell them about God’s love in the places where we went
and in the people that we met. Let us share the love through pictures and
stories and let us continue this journey of faith together rejoicing in the
love of God that is all around.

In God’s Service,
Pastor Nancy B. Brown

Worship SSchedule
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22  

9:30 am 
Word & Sacrament

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99
8:30 and 11:00 am 

Service of Word

SCS Ralley Day 9:30 am

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1166  
8:30 and 11:00 am 
Word & Sacrament

SCS 9:30 am

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2233
8:30 and 11:00 am 

Service of Word

SCS 9:30 am

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  3300
8:30 and 11:00 am 

Service of Word

SCS 9:30 am

Confirmation Meeting 
Students & Parents

12:30 p.m.
Nave of the Church

September 2007

“As children of God, 
we are moved by 

the Holy Spirit to 
SSppeeaakk out for God, 
SShhaarree our Faith, and 

SSeerrvvee Others in 
Christ’s name.“

Greetings ffrom tthe EEvangelism aand
Parish LLife CCommittees!

Thank you to all for helping out in our four Craft Nights.  They were a
great success this year.  Our last Craft Night was held July 24th.  We had
15 participants and all enjoyed a light dinner, fellowship, and two crafts.

EEvveennttss  ccoommiinngg  uupp::
Game Day is Saturday, September 15th, from 12:00 to 3:00 rain or shine.
Bring the whole family and enjoy food, music by “Gifts of Praise“, and lots of
games!  We hope to see you there!  This is a community event and we are
asking for donations for a “goody table“, hot dogs, rolls, chips, pretzels, and

Evangelism && PParish LLife continued on page 5...
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Our NNew PProgram YYear BBegins

For weeks, I have been carrying around, in my pocket book, the bulletin
from our July 29th worship service.  Why?  I do not know, but I keep looking
at it and keep reading the scripture for that particular week.  The cover has
a picture of a door knocker with the scripture beneath “Knock, and the door
will be opened for you“. - Luke 11:9 

In this particular reading from Luke 11:1-13 the introduction to the scripture
states, that Jesus prays often and teaches his disciples to do the same.  Jesus
teaches them to pray, and Jesus really wants the disciples to trust God at all
times.  What a simple request.  Pray often and trust God.  It is amazing
though how the simplest of requests are the toughest.  Jesus keeps it so
simple by saying “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives,
ands everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door
will be opened.“  Luke 11: 9-10

There are many doors to be knocked upon here at St. Matthew and they
will be opened.  Just ask God for His guidance (pray), seek the answers 
you may have, and trust God.  How simple.  A new program year is just
beginning for our congregation and think of the possibilities if we just
knock.

Praise His Name,
Jerilyn

Notes ffrom CCouncil

Accomplishments, Needs and
Looking Ahead… 
• Council has updated our

Congregational Constitution. 
The Congregation will receive
the new updated Constitution in
October to read and review, and
then we will have a congregational
vote for acceptance of the new
constitution in November.

• Congratulations to the entire
Congregation for surpassing the
goal to purchase the new ELW.

• There will be several openings
on our Congregational Council
for 2008, as terms are over for
many members. Pray on your
consideration, and perhaps
becoming, part of this ministry.

• The opening of our Property
Committee is a big concern. In
the interim a “What Can I Do“
list is being developed and 
will be communicated to the
congregation to see if some
concerns can be addressed.

In His service,
Council

“Then a great multitude followed Him, because they 
saw His signs which He peformed on those who 

were diseased.”

John 6:2

Serving OOur CChurch TThis MMonth...
Greeters Greeters Greeters

Date 9:30 aam 8:15 aam 11:00 aam

SSeepptt..  22 Kathy & John Fernandez

SSeepptt..  99 Naydein Marino Jean Larsen

SSeepptt..  1166 Joseph Roborchak Sally Breingan

SSeepptt..  2233 Sue Weaver Marilee Jones

SSeepptt..  3300 Don & Dot Ellis The Graham Family

Our giving for the month of July
was $12,127.74.  Our giving
through July 31, 2007 has been
$78,362.37.  This figure represents
76% of our total anticipated income
for this time period based upon the
budget approved by the congregation
at the annual meeting.

In order to maintain the current
ministry an income of $14,600.00
per month is needed.

Finance CCommittee
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Congratulations to the next group
of confirmation students who will
begin the 2-year Confirmation
Program on October 7, 2007, at
1:00 p.m. in the Peach Room of 
the Church. 

As a kickoff to this 22--YYeeaarr
CCoonnffiirrmmaattiioonn  PPrrooggrraamm, a
meeting for parents and
students will be held on
SSuunnddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  3300,,  22000077  
aatt  1122::3300  pp..mm.. in the Nave of
the Church.  All confirmation
students and their parents/families
are encouraged to attend so that

they can meet other families and
class members and receive the

first-year Confirmation Schedule 
of class meetings, expectations,
requirements, and activities.

Class meetings during this first-year
of the program are scheduled to be
held twice a month from October
through May on the first and third
Sundays of each month (with the
exception of some second -
and/or fourth - Sunday meetings
in October, January, and April).  

During the second year of the
Confirmation program (October
2008 - May 2009) students will
be coupled with mentors who
will walk with them along their
faith journey and help to guide
them through their projects and
outreach opportunities.  

At the conclusion of this 2-Year
Confirmation Program students
will gather in worship and publicly

affirm their baptisms on the Day of
Pentecost, May 31, 2009.   Please
pray for all those who will participate
in this Confirmation Program that
their hearts and minds will be
inspired to grow faithfully.  

Pastor Nancy B. Brown 

Confirmation

First CCommunion
First Communion Classes will be
held on Sundays in October for
school age students up to grade 6.
The classes will meet in the Chancel
area of the church at 12:30 a.m., on
OOccttoobbeerr  1144tthh,,  aanndd  2211sstt.. Please call
the church office (610-833-5788) to
register your child(ren) by September
30th.

Students completing the classes will
receive their first Holy Communion
during the 11:00 a.m. Word and
Sacrament Service, on Reformation
Sunday, October 28, 2007.

The next First Communion Class
will be held in March 2008.  Students
completing those classes will receive
their first Holy Communion at the
Maundy Thursday service during
Holy Week.

Pastor Nancy B. Brown

Bible SSchool
On behalf of all the children at 
the bible school in Costa Rica, 
I would like to thank all of you at 
St. Matthew who provided supplies
for the program.  We had a very
successful week.  Thanks for all 
of your help!

In Christ’s Love
Emily Moser

Sunday CCake BBake
September 99, 22007
Help Christian Education purchase
new Sunday School Curriculum!

Our goal is to raise $300.00.
Thrivent for Lutherans will match
with an additional $300.00 if we
reach our goal.

Donations of all types of baked
goods are welcome. Baked goods
can be dropped off Sunday morning
after 8:00 am or for a Saturday
drop off or pick up call Jody Troyan
at 610.328.1394.

Christian EEducation... 
The week of June 24th St. Matthew’s Held a very
successful Vacation Bible School.  There were 16 kids
involved.  The week could not be made possible 
without the help of Mrs. Hickey, Mrs. Graeff, Mrs.
Francesconi, Mrs. Jones, Mrs. Iacono, Dan Lozier, 
and Emily Moser.  Thank you to all who helped. 

There will be a CCaakkee  BBaakkee  oonn  RRaallllyy  DDaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99tthh..

In Christ’s Love
The Christian Education Committee

“Mercy and truth preserve
the King.  And by

lovingkindenss he upholds
His throne“

Proverbs 20:28



4

Family oof 
St. MMatthew’s
Thank you for all your thoughts,
prayers, phone calls and cards during
the recent loss of our mother, Rose
Caber.  Words cannot express how
much we appreciated all the love
and support during this difficult time.

God Bless,
Don & Pat Caber

An EEvening wwith
Gifts oof PPraise
CCoonntteemmppoorraarryy  CChhrriissttiiaann
MMuussiicc  CCoonncceerrtt

Why? To kick off our fall church
season.  Sunday school begins
again. Our choirs sing again.
Our youth meet again.  Our pre-
school starts again.

Come join us and together we’ll
lift our voices and spirit to praise
and give thanks to our living
Lord!!  WWhheenn::  SSuunnddaayy  SSeepptteemmbbeerr
1166tthh,,  77ppmm.. Refreshments to
follow in the fellowship hall.

Thank yyou 

The family of Ethel Snyder would
like to thank the members of St.
Matthew for their many acts of
kindness and compassion.  We
appreciate every visit, card, phone
call, thought and prayer.  Mom loved
St. Matthew and her many friends
and was touched that you remembered
her and were there for her during her
illness.  Finally, we would like to thank
Pastor Brown whose frequent visits
meant so much and brought such
comfort to our mother.

Sincerely,
Richard and Robert Snyder

Dear Members of St. Matthew,

Thanks so much for your prayers
and support during my recent illness.
I especially appreciated the flowers
and visits, they were a “ray of
sunshine“ that uplifted my spirits.

Love,
Ed Brown

I sincerely thank all those who
supported me with cards, phone
calls, visits and prayers during my
recovery from knee re-placement
surgery this past summer.  I am a
great believer in the power of prayer
and I know that it has been working
for my continuing recovery.  I am
particularly grateful for Madelin
Krah, Ray Schott and Gifts of Praise
who so willingly covered Sunday
services while I was unable to do so.
Thank yo all for your care and
concern.  I am very thankful to God
that I was able to return to my music
service in July.

Sincerely,
Jeanne Sach

Social MMinistry

On July 22nd, we were able to supply a weeks worth of groceries to six needy
families in our immediate area.  Pastor and I got a chance to talk to these people
and felt the appreciation and warmth that they expressed.  Thanks to everyone
who made this possible.  It is truly a great feeling when you can do something
as simple as this and help a needy family, especially in our home town.  Please
look for our World Hunger Banks and envelopes that will be coming your way
in September.  Many families in our world still go with out food 
everyday.  Any loose change you can spare will be greatly 
appreciated.  It would be nice to help those far away as well 
as those nearby.

Peace Be With You,
Social Ministry

Daisies don’t tell!  But altar flowers do!  After gracing our altar to the
glory of God and in honor or remembrance of a family member, our

volunteers deliver these flowers (along with a bulletin) to our home-
bound members and those who maybe hospitalized.  

The flowers say: “God bless you“, “we love you“, “we miss you“, and “we pray
for you“.  VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to continue this ministry.  Can you spare
an hour on a Sunday afternoon or even a Monday to deliver these messengers
of God’s Love?  Equal importance to the flowers are the lovely visits with our
fellow members who are ill or home-bound that you will have.

Please sign the volunteer list for the upcoming fall and/or winter season so
these flowers will continue to brighten the lives of our members of St. Matthew.

Look for a sign up sheet in the back of the church early September.

Thank you,
The Social Ministry Committee
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44 Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil;
For You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me.

55 You prepare a table before me in
the presence of my enemies;
You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over.

66 Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me
All the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of
the Lord Forever.

Pastor 
Nancy B. Brown

A PPsalm oof DDavid

Congratulations to the young
people at worship over the summer
who learned Psalm 23.  Thanks to all
the parents and families that brought
young people with them to worship. 

Here is the New King James Version
of Psalm 23 that was taught.  May it
nourish your heart and bring peace
and comfort to your soul.

PPSSAALLMM  2233  

11 The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want.

22 He makes me to lie down in
green pastures;
He leads me beside the still
waters.

33 He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness
For His name’s sake.

TThhee DDeellaawwaarree CCoouunnttyy CChhaapptteerr ooff
TThhrriivveenntt FFiinnaanncciiaall ffoorr LLuutthheerraannss...... 
iinnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  oouurr  eevveenntt  ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess,,  tthhee......  

Bring a potluck item to
share, your beverage
and your place setting.

A chicken alternative
will be available for
those who do not eat
pork.

Sign-up sheet on the
table in the rear of 
the church.

Any questions   
call Jody Toyan
610.328.1394.

...Pig RRoast && All
Congregation PPicnic

SSuunnddaayy,, 
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 2233rrdd
ffrroomm 22 - 66 ppmm

Thank YYou SSummer
Musicians
A very very special thank you to the
musicians who shared their talents with St.
Matthew’s congregation this summer.
Soloists Lois binder, Kathy Fernandez,
Jerilyn Iacona, Amanda, Emily & Lois
Moser and Rebecca Sach.  Also thanks to
various members of the Adult Choir who
were willing to sing several times, the
Children’s Choir and the Ladies Ensemble
of the WELCA.  We are very fortunate to
have so many willing and talented
volunteers to provide us with inspiring
summer music. We also thank our Gifts
of Praise musicians, Ray Schott, Kathy
Fernandez, Jerilyn Iacono, Rick
Graham, Mike Pezzano and Sue Trout
for providing full service music on
several Sundays and also thank you to
Madelin Krah for providing service
music on several Sundays.

Sincere Appreciation,
Jeannne Sach, Director of Music

EEvvaannggeelliissmm && PPaarriisshh LLiiffee
continued from cover...

school supplies to give out.  Please
sign up in the back of the church to
attend, bake, or buy for this event.

PPrraayyeerr  BBrreeaakkffaasstt  iiss  SSaattuurrddaayy,,
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1100tthh.. Jill David from City
Ministries will be our guest speaker.
Details will follow in the next Evangel.

The next EEvvaannggeelliissmm//PPaarriisshh  LLiiffee
CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeeeettiinngg will be
WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  55tthh  aatt
77::0000  aatt  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh.. Anyone who
would like to help out in planning our
events for the year is welcome to
come!  Also, if you would like to help
out with one event, call or e-mail me.

Sally Breingan
sbreingan@jlinc.net or (610) 544-8256

Committee Members: Barbara Cerbus,
Ginny Flatau, Janet Francesconi,
Jean Larson, Pat Reuss, Joseph Troyan,
and Marge Troyan
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Mid WWeek BBible SStudies Women oof
St. MMatthew

Thank you to all the women that
participated in the August 5, 2007
WELCA service.  The service was 
a great success thanks to you!  A
special thank you to Jill Schott for
preparing and sharing the message
and to Pastor Karen Weber, our
visiting minister.  This 30+ year
ministry of the women of St.
Matthew continues with your help
and support.  Thank you for 
sharing your time and talent in 
this important ministry.

In His Service,
Pat Caber

“Enjoying God’s Gift”
Come and study the Word of God through  the testament of EEcccclleessiiaasstteess

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. on 
October 3rd & 10th

and Thursday Evening at 7:00 p.m. on 
October 18th

OR

Thursday Mornings at 10:30 a.m. on 
October 4th, 11th, and 18th

The same study will be offered at both gathering times.  For three weeks we
will delve into this Old Testament book and explore the teachings of God
through Solomon. Plan to come and be nurtured in God’s Word.

Please put these dates on your calendars and invite others to come and study
God’s Word with you.

All are Welcome!
Pastor Nancy B. Brown

Martin LLuther
In preparation for our celebration of 

Reformation Day,
come to this one-session study to explore the man 

and his mission.  

Wednesday Evening 
October 24, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Morning
October 25, 2006, at 10:30 a.m.

(The same study will be offered at both gatherings.)

Please put these dates on your calendar 
and plan to come and explore 

this fellow servant’s journey and legacy.

Pastor Nancy B. Brown

“Herald oof TThe MMessiah”
Beginning on November 7th and 8th we will gather
to begin our exploration of God’s teachings through
the Prophet ISAIAH.

Come and allow the Spirit of God to enliven our hearts
and spirits as we are renewed in the Word of God.

Wednesday Evenings at 7:00 p.m.
November 28, 

December 5, 12, and 19
January 16 and 23

Thursday Mornings at 10:30 a.m.
November 29

December 6, 13, and 20 
January 17 and 24

(The same study will be offered at both gathering times.)

This Bible Study on Isaiah will resume in April after the
Lenten Season - watch for the dates.

Please plan to come and remember to invite others to
come with you.  All are Welcome!

Pastor Nancy B. Brown
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Greetings!  Circle time is around the corner.  We will be changing circles a little bit but still meeting either on Monday
or Tuesday nights.  When you come to the covered dish GGeenneerraall  MMeeeettiinngg on SSeepptteemmbbeerr  55tthh at 66::3300  ppmm,, you will find
out who you will be meeting with!  The Board will make dessert so your job is to bring a yummy coverd dish for this
meeting. If you wish, bring the receipe too!

We would love for all women of St. Matthew to attend our General Meeting!. You will meet a great bunch of ladies
filled with the Spirit and ready to share and listen.

We will have a new BBiibbllee  ssttuuddyy  ffoorr  22000077  --  22000088 called ““BBlleesssseedd  ttoo  FFoollllooww::
tthhee  BBeeaattiittuuddeess  aass  aa  CCoommppaassss  ffoorr  DDiisscciipplleesshhiipp““. This Bible study was written by
Martha E. Stortz, professor of Historical Theology and Ethics at Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary is Berkley, California.  The Bible study can be found in the
“Lutheran Women Today“ magazine.  What a great magazine to have and
hold.  It is filled with wonderful articles, prayers and letters which reflect the
spirit and love of Lutheran Church Women.  To subcribe go to
www.lutheranwomentoday.com on the internet or call 
1-800-328-4648. 

Why not come to the General Meeting and learn about 
our organization.  You won’t regret it!

In His Spirit, 
Carol Dietrich

WELCA

22000077 CChhuurrcchhwwiiddee AAsssseemmbbllyy

ELCA AAssembly HHears PPresiding BBishop’s RReport 

September: 
WWEELLCCAA will again be ccoolllleeccttiinngg  
bbaacckk  ttoo  sscchhooooll  iitteemmss to be
donated to Woodlyn
Elementary and Eddystone
Elementary Schools. A
donation box will be in the
back of church to collect these
items. All school items are
needed including school
uniforms.  Monetary donations
will also be accepted for this
Community Outreach
program.  Any questions, see
Carol Dietrich.

In his report to the 2007
Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA) Aug. 8, the Rev.
Mark S. Hanson, presiding bishop
of the ELCA, defined what
leadership means for a “sent
church.“  Calling the voting
members and others of the
assembly “leaders,“ Hanson
reflected on how “our shared
leadership“ might impact the
church for the future particularly 
by 2012 -- the ELCA’s 25th
anniversary.

“I believe leaders for a sent church
first will be followers of Jesus
Christ,“ Hanson told the assembly.

“Together let us lead this sent
church, so that by 2012 each leader
has at least one mentor and (serves)
as a mentor to at least one other
person, each of us teaching and
learning what it means to be a
follower of Jesus.“

Leaders of the church will be evangelists
who will “not be embarrassed to
reveal their baptismal identity“ and
neither “uncomfortable talking about
Jesus,“ he said.  “Is it too much to
hope that by the ELCA’s 25th
anniversary, half of ELCA congregations
will have at least one trained
evangelist?  Yes, pastors are called

to be evangelists, but a sent church
views evangelism as the vocation of
all the baptized.“

A sent church also shows “growing
evidence that (its) members are
becoming fluent in the first language
of our faith, the language of
Scripture,“ said Hanson.  “How are
we going to lead a church sent to be
about God’s mission in a multi-
religious world if we do not know
our sacred story?“

Hanson highlighted two significant
communication initiatives of the
ELCA designed to help leaders
communicate the story of the ELCA -

BBiisshhoopp’’ss RReeppoorrtt continued on page 8...
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22000077 CChhuurrcchhwwiiddee AAsssseemmbbllyy

- an ELCA branding campaign and
a redesign of the church’s Web site.

“We’ve seen a decline in membership
and in average worship attendance.
We, together, intend to reverse
these trends not by becoming
something we are not but by
revolutionizing the way we
communicate who we are,“ he said.

The ELCA branding campaign will
be unveiled next month in Denver
and Boulder, Colo.  The church will
run ads in newspapers, outdoor
billboards, bus shelters and Web
sites.  Each ad ends with the
tagline, “God’s Work.  Our Hands.“

“The message of the campaign is
that this church is called to share
God’s boundless love in the world,“
said Hanson.

The new ELCA Web site -- set to
launch in 2008 -- will focus on
“telling the story of this church,
what it stands for, and sharing the
ways in which God,
through this church,
has an impact on
people across
the globe,“ he
said.  “If we
make a real
commitment to
creating simple,
powerful
communication“ then
“I am confident that we will
grow in evangelical
outreach, that we will support
congregations in their call to be
faithful and welcoming, and that we
will step forward as a 
public church.“

Hanson asked the assembly to
“bury the notion“ that the ELCA “is

a poor church.“  Income from the
ELCA’s 10,470 congregations
exceeded $2.7 billion in 2006.
Funds held by congregations in
endowments and investments add
another $2.2 billion, he said.  “The
$4 billion is only a fraction of the 

capacity we have to support  
God’s mission for the sake of
the gospel and the life of the 
world.  We cannot be a sent 

church without being a 
generous church.“

Hanson called on leaders to
“double the number of members (of
the church) who are persons of color
or whose primary language is other
than English“ by 2012.  “In doing
so, we will renew the commitment
made by the founding members of
this church that we will be at least
10 percent people of color or

people who primary language
is other than English,“ he said.  
“The church’s failure to become
multicultural in our increasingly
diverse society means we are not
heeding God’s call to be a sent
church.“

Leaders for a sent church will be
pontiffs, prophets and poets, said
Hanson.  “Pontiff literally means
bridge-builders“ and “prophets are
truth-tellers,“ he said.  Poets engage
in the “large questions of life.“

Hanson concluded his   report to 
the assembly by reciting the mission 
statement of the ELCA -- “Marked
with the cross of Christ forever, we
are claimed, gathered, and sent for
the sake of the world“ -- and prayer.

ELCA AAssembly AAffirms ‘‘Evangelical 
Lutheran WWorship’ 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship“ was affirmed as the church’s primary worship
resource by the 2007 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA) on Aug. 7.  “This recommendation to affirm Evangelical
Lutheran Worship commits the ELCA to renewing worship in the world in which
we are called in and serve,“ said Carlos Peña, Galveston, Texas, vice president,
ELCA Church Council.

The churchwide assembly, the chief legislative authority of the ELCA, is meeting
here Aug. 6 to 11 at Navy Pier’s Festival Hall.  About 2,000 people are
participating, including 1,071 ELCA voting members.  The theme for the
biennial assembly is “Living in God’s Amazing Grace: Thanks be to God!“

Released on Oct. 3, 2006, Evangelical Lutheran Worship is the outcome of a
project initiated by the Church Council in 2000 to renew the worship life of the
ELCA.  The worship resource is published by Augsburg Fortress Publishers,
Minneapolis, the publishing ministry of the ELCA.  Approximately 725,000
volumes of the book have been distributed since its release, according to the
Rev. Mark S. Hanson, ELCA presiding bishop.

Bishop’s RReport continued from page 7...
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SEPA NNews

ELCA MMembership DDrops 11.6 PPercent tto 
4.8 MMillion iin 22006
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) had 4,774,203 baptized
members in 10,470 congregations at the end of 2006, according to the Rev.
Lowell G. Almen, ELCA secretary.  Those figures represent decreases of 76,573
baptized members and 79 congregations since 2005.

The secretary’s comparison of congregational statistics for 2005 and 2006
noted that confirmed membership in the ELCA declined in 2006 by 56,546 to
3,580,402.

In the past 16 years the ELCA lost approximately 466,000 baptized
members from the 5,240,739 members reported in 1990, Almen said.  More
than two-thirds of the decline occurred between 2002 and 2006, with a
combined decrease of 325,674 baptized members, according to annual reports
from congregations compiled by the ELCA Office of the Secretary.

Parochial reports showed the loss was because of a decrease in the number of
new members, the disbanding of 40 congregations, and “roll cleaning“ in many
remaining congregations, Almen said.  Roll cleaning resulted in a loss of 202,246
members in 2006 and a loss of 208,436 members in 2005.  Those reductions
occur when long-inactive members, who indicate no interest in continued
participation, are removed from the rolls of congregations, he explained.

Nineteen congregations with a combined baptized membership of 7,196
withdrew from the ELCA in 2006.  One congregation with membership of 104
was removed.

The average number of people in worship on Sundays decreased slightly in
2006.  A total 1,408,682 or 29.50 percent of all baptized ELCA members
participated in worship each week.  That percentage fluctuated in the ELCA
between 30 and 31 percent in recent years.

The last time a gain of ELCA membership occurred was in 1991, with a net
gain of 4,438 baptized members that year, Almen reported.

Baptisms, affirmations of faith and transfers from other Lutheran
congregations accounted for fewer new members in 2006 than they did in
2005.  There were 66,166 baptisms of children in 2006 -- down 1,486 from
67,652 in 2005.  There were 52,357 affirmations of faith in 2006, compared
to 53,961 in 2005.  There were 71,110 transfers from Lutheran congregations
in 2006 -- down 5,408 from 76,518 in 2005.

Adult baptisms decreased by 359 -- from 6,764 in 2005 to 6,405 in 2006.
Accessions from non-Lutheran congregations declined 1,003 -- from 17,794 in
2005 to 16,791 in 2006.

There were 1,513 fewer deaths of ELCA members -- 47,210 in 2005 to
45,697 in 2006.  There were 3,176 fewer transfers to other Lutheran
congregations -- from 53,429 in 2005 to 50,253 in 2006.

The average number of baptized members per congregation decreased in
2006 by four people to 459, and the average confirmed membership
decreased by three people to 345.

For 2006, 3.15 percent of ELCA baptized members were identified as
persons of color or persons whose primary language is not English, essentially
unchanged from 2005, according to Almen.  A table summarizing annual
statistics compiled by the ELCA  Office of the Secretary is at
www.ELCA.org/news/table.html on the Web.

Thrivent EEmployee
Among BBridge
Collapse VVictims 
Sherry Engebretsen, head of
distribution strategies for Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans, was one of
those killed when the bridge carrying
Interstate 35W between Minneapolis
and St. Paul, Minnesota, collapsed
into the Mississippi River Aug. 1. Five
persons are known killed in the
accident, and eight are still missing.

“When a tragedy of this magnitude
occurs in a metropolitan area,
people’s confidence in the stability of
daily life is shaken,“ said the Rev.
Craig E. Johnson, ELCA Minneapolis
Area Synod.  “But as people of faith,
our confidence is centered upon God
who rushes to aid all people in their
suffering,“ he said. 

“All such tragedies leave us groping
for ways to comprehend the sudden,
unexpected loss and to find comfort
and consolation,“ said the Rev. Peter
Rogness, bishop, ELCA Saint Paul
Area Synod. “Ultimately, comfort and
consolation come from Christ’s
sustaining love and the dimension of
his kingdom that overcomes death.
Of this much we can be assured,“ he
said.  Please continue to pray with
our sisters and brothers in Minnesota
as they watch, wait and grieve.

Council PPresidents/
Vice PPresidents: 
Save tthe DDate!
Bishop Burkat’s next event with
council presidents and vice presidents
will be held SSaattuurrddaayy,,  SSeepptt..  2299,,
ffrroomm  99::3300  aa..mm..  ttoo  nnoooonn at the
LLuutthheerraann  TThheeoollooggiiccaall  SSeemmiinnaarryy  aatt
PPhhiillaaddeellpphhiiaa.. More details to follow!



SEPA NNews

Tanzanian LLutherans
Elect PPresiding BBishop
Rejoice with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Tanzania, which
has elected Bishop Alex Malasusa,
the youngest of its diocesan bishops,
as presiding bishop. 

Bishop Malasusa, who has served the
Eastern/Coastal Diocese for two
years, was elected on the first ballot.

He was one of three candidates put
forth by the ELCT’s executive
committee for the election July 18.
The other candidates were Bishop
Munga of our companion synod, the
North Eastern Diocese, and Bishop
Mdgella of the Iringa Diocese. 

Please keep the ELCT in prayer and
rejoice with them during this time of
transition. 

MIF TTeams UUp wwith
Women oof tthe EELCA
The ELCA Mission Investment Fund
(MIF) is partnering with the Women
of the ELCA to provide a MISSION
INVESTMENT FUND SERVICE
CENTER at the Seventh Triennial
Gathering in Salt Lake City (2008).
MIF will staff a service center at both
the Convention and Gathering. Any
member of the Women of the ELCA
who opens a personal MissionPlus
account will be able to cash checks
from that account at the Gathering.
Another benefit is that such
investments will count toward MIF’s
Women of the ELCA Challenge.
Contact Pr. Mark Wimmer at
267.203.1137 or via email; call the
Mission Investment Fund at
877.886.3522 or visit the website
for more information.

Bishop CClaire BBurkat... 
. . .will again visit with leaders in each of our synod’s nine conferences this fall.
The events will begin with refreshments from 6:30-7 p.m., followed by a
presentation by the bishop and conversation. Pastors, lay rostered leaders,
council presidents and other key leaders are invited. Dates will be:

• Sept. 20 Lower Bucks conference at Advent, Richboro 

• Sept. 24 Northeast Phila. conference at St. John, Mayfair 

• Oct. 1 Upper Montgomery conference at St. James, Limerick 

• Oct. 15 Upper Bucks conference at St. Paul, Telford 

• Oct. 17 Delaware conference at Reformation, Media 

• Oct. 23 Chester conference at St. Paul, Exton 

• Oct. 24 Lower Montgomery conference (location TBA) 

• Oct. 29 Central Phila. conference at Old Zion, Philadelphia 

• Oct. 30 NW/Olney conference at Christ Ascension, Phila. 

Take AAction AAgainst
World HHunger
ELCA World Hunger’s popular
Ethiopian nativity card is again in
production. This beautiful image tells
the story of Christ’s birth, and
sending this card supports the ELCA’s
work to end hunger in Ethiopia and
elsewhere. 

You can pre-order yours by calling
800.328.4648 or visit the online store at
www.augsburgfortress.org/elcahunger. 
(Item no. 978-6-0002-2000-6; 
1 pkg = 10 cards and envelopes; 
$4 plus shipping)

Our TTeacher iin
Tanzania
Amanda Grant is in Tanzania to
teach for a year in the special
education curriculum at the soon-to-
open Sebastian Kolowa University
College (SEKUCo). 

Amanda, a member of St. John,
Mayfair, recently completed her
masters in social work at the
University of Pennsylvania and
previously was a special education
teacher in Arizona.  At SEKUCo,
Amanda will teach classes in special
education, autism, inclusive
education and learning disabilities.

Response oof PPresiding BBishop MMark SS.
Hanson tto VVatican SStatement
““RReessppoonnsseess  ttoo  SSoommee  QQuueessttiioonnss  RReeggaarrddiinngg  CCeerrttaaiinn

AAssppeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  DDooccttrriinnee  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh““    

The Vatican’s statement, “Responses to Some Questions Regarding Certain
Aspects of the Doctrine of the Church“ (“Responses to Questions“), does not
appear to change previously stated positions. It does, however, restate known

PPrreessiiddnniinngg BBiisshhoopp’’ss RReessppoonnssee continued on page 11...

10



11

positions in provocative ways that are
before us in the ongoing U.S.
Lutheran-Roman Catholic bilateral
dialogue.

It is no surprise that the Roman
Catholic Church asserts that in it
subsists the Church of Christ; surely
every Christian church body makes
the same assertion, for it is only
because Christ’s Church survives in
and lives through the community we
call “Church“ that we preserve and
promote the apostolic faith. However
troubling such exclusive claims may
be, we recall the Second Vatican
Council’s “Decree on Ecumenism“
which affirmed that the separated
churches and ecclesial communities
are used by the Spirit of Christ “as
means of salvation“ (Unitatis
redintegratio 3.4).  The statement,
“Responses to Questions,“ does not
minimize this affirmation.

As Lutherans we uphold the Augsburg
Confession, which states that, “The
Church is the assembly of saints in
which the Gospel is taught and the
sacraments are administered rightly“
(AC VII).  Therefore, although our
witness is wounded by the division
that exists among Christians, the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America recognizes no deficiency in
our self-understanding as “Church.“

The anguished response of Christians
around the world to the Vatican’s
statement, however, clearly indicates
that what may have been meant to
clarify has caused pain.  Now is the
time for our thoughtful and measured
response.  The question all Christian
people should reflect on today is how
best to exercise forbearance and love
for one another. With Roman Catholics,
we trust that, “. . . the Lord of Ages
wisely and patiently follows out the plan
of grace on our behalf, sinners that we
are. In recent times more than ever
before, he has been rousing divided
Christians to remorse over their
divisions and to a longing for unity.

Everywhere large numbers have felt the
impulse of this grace, and among our
separated brethren also there increases
from day to day the movement,
fostered by the grace of the Holy Spirit,
for the restoration of unity among all
Christians“ (UR 1.1).

“Responses to Questions“ does not alter
the commitment to ecumenism of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. It will not cause us to step
back from our U.S. or international
relationships or promises. We remain
dedicated to the ecumenical task
described in “Ecumenism: The Vision 
of the ELCA,“ which stresses that,
“Ecumenism has as its focus and goal
clarity of understanding among
Christians and a greater realization of
unity among Christ’s people. As such it
is closely related to the mission of the
Gospel to all the world.“  That singular
focus and goal has led to numerous
breakthroughs with the Roman Catholic
Church, including the “Joint Declaration
on the Doctrine of Justification“ in
1999, which resolved a bitter 500-year
dispute.  We will continue to celebrate
and build upon the deepening
relationships fostered by that “Joint
Declaration“ even as we long for
greater visible unity itself.

I encourage you not to pull back from
your own personal commitment to
ecumenism.  I agree with Cardinal
Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical
Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
that in order for the ecumenical
movement to bear the weight of change
for the future, it must be rooted in an
ecumenism of life.  This is ecumenism at
the local and personal level through
joint prayer, Bible study, and service with
Christians of other traditions.

Difficult and important matters of
ministry and ecclesiology remain to
be discussed in our ongoing U.S. 

Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue.
Since “Baptism . . . establishes a 

sacramental bond of unity which links 
all who have been reborn by it“ (UR,
22.2), Christian unity already exists
through baptism into Christ, which
serves as a continuing sign of hope
that our churches will not always
remain divided.

Most high and holy God, pour out
upon us your one and unifying Spirit,
and awaken in every confession of
the whole church a holy hunger and
thirst for unity in you; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Presiding Bishop Mark S. Hanson

PPrreessiiddnniinngg BBiisshhoopp’’ss RReessppoonnssee continued on page 10...

Upcoming EEvents
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  99tthh  --  SSeeccoonndd  AAnnnnuuaall
SSuunnddaayy  SScchhooooll  CCaakkee  BBaakkee to help
the Christian Education Committee
purchase new Sunday School
Curriculum.  Our goal is $300 and
Thrivent will match with an additional
$300 if we meet our goal.  Sign up
sheet in the back of church.  Any
questions, see Ginny Jones.

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1155tthh  --  GGaammee  DDaayy  ffoorr  tthhee
FFaammiillyy.. This is for our church family
and the local community.  Free day of
games, music and food from 12:00 to
3:00.  There will also be a sign up sheet
in the back of church for this event.  Any
questions, see Sally Breingan.

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2233rrdd  --  SSeeccoonndd  AAnnnnuuaall
TThhrriivveenntt  PPiigg  RRooaasstt at the Redwood
Commuity Theatre, Upland Park.
Our local grown Gifts of Praise will
be performing at this event.  Check
your church bulletin and the back of
church for additonal information.
Any questions, see Jody Troyan.

More details on all of the above in
this edition of the Evangel.  Thanks
for your help and participation.



Fall 22007 CClass SSchedule
October 113, 22007 - NNovember 117, 22007 

Sessions run from 9:15 am to 3:30 pm

• October 13, 2007 • November 3, 2007
• October 20, 2007 • November 10, 2007
• October 27, 2007

Faith aand LLeadership AAcademy

The Faith and Leadership Academy
is a six-week adventure in faith and
discipleship.  Through lectures,
discussions, prayer, and mutual
encouragement, participants discover
new insights about their faith, their
church and themselves.  Classes are
led by seminary staff, pastors, and
trained lay leaders.

For more information, contact
George E. Keck at (610) 489-1202
or gbkeck2@msn.com, or contact
Sara Calderon at the Seminary (215)
248-7384 or scalderon@Ltsp.edu.

“Let Your Light Shine 
Before Others”

Matthew 5;16
The Faith and Leadership Academy is
designed to identify and strengthen
the potential leadership that is in
each of us.  Open to any confirmed
member of a congregation who is
over the age of 18, the Academy
focuses on development of
leadership to meet the challenges 
of ministry and mission in our
multicultural society.

The $170 fee includes tuition for six
sessions, F/L Notebook, materials,
resources, morning refreshments,
and lunches for the six Saturdays.
Congregations are encouraged to
cover all or part of the cost for
members.  Many congregations send
council members, SCS teachers,
youth mentors, committee
chairpersons, etc.

APPLICATION
Name: _________________________________________________________ 

Age: 18-25 ____  26-35 ____  36-45 ____  45+ ____  

Address: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Phone Day: ________________________  Eve: ________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________

Congregation: ____________________________________________________

Our congregation nominates the above named person to participate in the Faith
and Leadership Academy.

Pastor’s Signature: _________________________________________________

Regular fee (on or before 10/8/07) - $170.00 Late fee (after 10/8/07) - $190.00
Please mail application and registration fee to:
Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod ELCA, 506 Haws Avenue, 
Norristown, PA 19401 - Attn: Debbie Perez
Check payable to SEPA Synod, ELCA

““OOrriieennttaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  FFaaiitthh  aanndd  
LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  AAccaaddeemmyy““

– The Rev. George Keck/
Ms. Sara Calderon

““RReeaaddiinngg  tthhee  BBiibbllee::  DDeeaadd  FFaaccttss  
oorr  LLiivviinngg  SSttoorryy““

– The Rev. George Keck
Faith and Life Institute at LTSP

““JJeessuuss  ttoo  LLuutthheerr““
– Mr. Steve Keiser

Staff at Holy Communion 
Lutheran Church

““OOuurr  LLuutthheerraann  HHeerriittaaggee““
– Dr. Nelson Rivera

Assistant Professor of 
Theology at LTSP

““WWhhyy  WWoorrsshhiipp  MMaatttteerrss““
Mr. Mark Mummert
Seminary Musician at LTSP

““LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp,,  PPllaannnniinngg,,  aanndd
MMeennttoorriinngg““

– The Rev. Richard Stewart
Associate Professor of Parish
Administration at LTSP

““HHoonnoorriinngg  OOuurr  NNeeiigghhbboorrss’’  FFaaiitthh  ““
– Mr. Steve Keiser

Staff at Holy Communion 
Lutheran, Philadelphia

Sponsored by the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Synod and The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia

Classes will be held in the new Brossman Center (Room 201) on the campus of The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 7301 Germantown Avenue, Philadelphia, PA.



. . . for the Family
FFRREEEE  DDaayy......
ooff  GGaammeess,,  MMuussiicc,,  aanndd  FFoooodd  oonn

Saturday, September 15th 
12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m.
MMoooonnbboouunnccee  ••  GGaammeess  ••  MMuussiicc  ••  PPrriizzeess
PPooppccoorrnn  ••  SSnnooww  CCoonneess  ••  HHoott  DDooggss

Fairview Road & Lukens Ave., Woodlyn PA 
661100--883333--55778888

WWooooddllyynn,, PPAA 44((661100)) 883333-55778888

RRaaiinn  oorr  SShhiinnee!!
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Pastor’s HHours:
Pastor Nancy Brown will be in office
Tuesday and Wednesday from 12 to 
3 pm and Thursdays from 10 am to 
2 pm.  Based on Ministry needs, office
hours are subject to change.  Please 
call for an appointment at 610-833-
5788.  In case of accident, illness or
hospitalization, please contact Pastor
Brown at 610-833-5515.

Birthdays

Continuing PPrayers oof HHealing

Alberta Simonin
Alistair Begg
Arlene Bixler
Ben
Chris
Christy Yohe
Colin Godrick
Dave Covell
David
Debbie Leoni

Dennis Porter
Ed Brown
Ernest Langjar
Ethan Bedwell 
Ethel Thomas
Fred Klooster 
Irene Schad
Jake
James Black
James Stanton
Jane Bohn
Jean Marlin
Jesse Sharp
Jim Simon
Jimmy 
Joan

Joanne Lester
Joanne Ryan 
John Sassano
Laura
Linda 
Liz Chaffin
Loretta
Mary
Mary Black
Matt Williams
Mel Schucker
Michael Schmitt
Minnie Williams
Mr. Kenig
Nadine Simon
Nancy Kalbach

Noah Sharp 
Pastor John
Stenberg 
Puxiao Lincoln 
Raquel Baskin 
Ron Hill 
Ruth
Ruth Fanelli
Sam 
Sara
Steven Bradley 
Susan Maxwell
Tina
Trevor Jenkins
Tyrees 

MMrrss..  FFrraann  HHuuttttoonn
263 Glen Riddle Rd.
Room 177
Media PA 19063 

MMrrss..  RRoossee  LLyynnaamm
Prospect Park Health
& Rehab Facility
815 Chester Pike
Prospect Park, PA 19076

MMrrss..  RRuutthh  MMaarrttiinn
Sunrise Assisted Living
324 W. Lancaster Ave.
Rm. 311
Malvern, PA 19355

MMrr..  IIrraa  SScchhootttt                  
Bentley Senior Living
7999 N. Rt. 130
Pennsauken NJ 08110

MMrrss..  NNaaddiinnee  SSiimmoonn
925 Catherine Ave.
Woodlyn, PA 19094 

MMrrss..  JJuulliiee  SSuurroottcchhaakk
320 Lakeview Ave.
Drexel Hill, PA  19026

Evangel 
Articles

Don Caber, Jr.
Air Force

Kevin Lynch 
Serving in Iraq
Jacob Johnson
Marines in Iraq

Todd Nelms

Justin Cookie
Serving in USAF

James Nelms
Kevin

Zimmerman
Serving in Iraq
Tige Everson

Serving in Iraq

Family && FFriends 
Serving OOur

Country

St. MMatthew IInfo...
OOffffiiccee  HHoouurrss::    
Mon. - Thurs. 12:00 to 3:00 pm
PPhhoonnee::  610-833-5788
FFaaxx:: 610-833-5847
EEmmaaiill::  
stmatthewwoodlyn@verizon.net
WWeebb::    www.StMatthewWoodlyn.org
The office apologizes for incorrect deletions, 
names or dates.  Please contact the office 
with any corrections.

RReemmeemmbbeerr OOuurr SStt.. MMaatttthheeww HHoommeebboouunndd
Please remember our shut-ins in your prayers, by your greeting cards, 
by your telephone calls and by your visits.

23th Matthew Klingensmith

24th Grace Larson

26th Don Ellis
Donna Surotchak
Hailey Miller

27th Nicholas Miller

28th Sarah Trout
Helen Schaeffer

A
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3rd Jim & Nadine Simon 
(53)

15th Bill & Sue Weaver 
(23)

26th Ronald & Tina Baldino 
(20)

1st Layne Graff
Courtney Marino

8th Michael Baer

9th Tina Baldino
David Bixler
James Paul Lynam

10th Amy Mikeska

12th Glenn Gale
Annie Houser

15th Marie Breingan
Rick Lord, Jr.

17th Bertha Drake

18th Sam Jones

19th Ryan Quigley
Sean Quigley

OOccttoobbeerr  EEvvaannggeell  
aarrttiicclleess are dduuee  bbyy      
SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1155tthh.

Please e-mail them to
laynegraff@produpe.com or drop a
copy off at the church office. 




